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ILLIAM PICK WORT R, Grenadier in 
the XXIId. regiment of foot, was condemned 
for Robbery and executed on the 25th of September 
5 laſt. On the day of his execution, a paper was publi- 
=: 7 ed, with the title of his Dying Speech; which contain - 
55 04 Chriſtian Knowledge and Experience, that in ſome 
_ infugd doubts of its authenticity; bui in othera, excits 
ed wilhes to be more fully inform 'd e binn. 


- 


A Perfon of anddedtes Veradiy, well 150 in £ 
eee and who had regularly viſited the Pri- 
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| ſoner, in anſwer to Inquiries, of which theſe Doubts 
and Deſires were the cauſe, wrote. the en th 
Leiter. . 3535 JG, % 


It was thought that the. ak of it might 
[Es "2 1e ſome tendency, (by the Divine Bleſſing), to 
I ITY - | manifeſt the * Riches * ** 9 NE. 
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Am very willing: to ratify your 5 to be ien 
ed concerning William Pickwortb, from his con- 


us, at more than thirty different meetings; yet, T be. 
lieve I can recollect enough, and many can inform 


of more, that will convince you, that all the parts bir 


Laſt Speech were the genuine ſentiments of bis heart. 

On the Monday before he received his ſentence, I was 
inform'd that he had cauſed write a letter to Mir David 
Plenderlieth, (one of the Miniſters of this city), deſiring 
to ſpeak with him. He was then in the country, and 1 
was deſired to tell bim ſo ; but, that Mr. Plenderlieth 


would ſee him when he came to town. This meffage 
J deliver'd on the day after he received his ſentence, 
and at the ſame time took that opportunity of converſ- 


ing with bim. 


He appear'd, though in arent diſtreſs, pegoriy to ben 
what was ſaid. After ſome converſation, 1 Sy of 


him, If he could read; to which he anſwer'd, That nei- 


ther he nor his fellow - priſoner could. 1 then thought 
that it was proper to read the Scriptures to him; ; becanſe 
Faith cometh by hearing, and hearing by he word of God, 
Rom. x. 17. I began at the third chapter of the Ro. 
mans, where the Apoſtle deſcribes our ſtate by nature, 
collects a number of paſſages from the Old Teſtament 
that illuſtrate it, and ſets before us the Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt, as the alone propitiation for the fins of the un · 
godly.—kfe gave particular attention. 


I then read ſeveral other paſſages, particularly Rom. 


. where our fall in our firſt father Adam is deſcrib'd; 
and alſo, our riſing again to reign in life with Jeſus 


Chriſt thro? his obedience unto death. I then left him 15 


* 0 meditate on theſe fubjects. At parting,” he entreated 
= A 
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demnation to his death. And altho? Lam unable to 
relate every particular converſation that paſſed between 
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1 having an opportunity of hearing theſe truths. He 


— 


me to ſee him again next day, which I accordingly did. 1 
then proceeded to read Eph. ii. Gal. iii. 1 John i. & ii, 


und, after ſpeaking concerning them, I deſir'd him to. 
4 any queſtion or difficulty that occurr'd to him. 
He ſeem'd to be well pleagd, and thanked God, for 


then told me, That a boy who had been priſoner in 
the tolbooth along with him, had read that paſſage in 
Gal. ni. 13. Chriſt bath redeemed us from the curſe-of 
the. law, being made a curſe for us; for it is written,: 


Curſed is every one, that hangeth on à tres. But nei- 


ther he, nor-the boy, underſtood what it meant. He 
therefore deſir'd me to ſay ſometbing, concerning it to 
him. In anſwer to which, I endeavour'd to ſhew him, 
that the Lord: Jeſus. Chriſt was made a ſin- offering for 


us, that we might be made, the righteouſneſs of God 


in bim. That he ſuffered the juſt for the unjuſt, that 
he might bring us unto God, having made peace by the 

blood of his croſs. And that by bis ſufferings and 
death, be hath remov'd our iniquities from us, as far 
as the eaſt is diſtant from the weſt ; according as the 
Prophet bad foretold, that he ſhould remove the inigui- 


ty of that land in one day, Zechar. iii. 9. And that it 
is hence, that GOD is ſuſt, in juſtifying the ungodiy, 
tbat believe in IESCUS. He expreſs'd great ſatisfaction, 
and ſaid, that It was wonderful loving-kindneſs, that 
God ſhou'd. be pleas'd, to fend his beloved Son, to- 
4 die for ſuch wretches—vile as he; who bad been an 


c enemy to GOD all his lifetime : had been following N 
FE 


41 his own wicked courſes, and diſhonouring 60. 


Hie expreſs'd great ſurpriſe at his long ſuffering, in that, 
he had not ſent him to the botiomleſs pit where there 


is no hope of ſalvation. 


I afterwards found, that be bad been meditating up- 


don what I had read to him; and I began to perceite, 
that the Lord, who open'd the heart of Lydia, WW, 
by his word and Spirit, opening bis underſtanding; to- 
underſtand the ſcriptures, and to take the comfort 
ſet before him in them... 3 Tons o 
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At one time when I went to ſee him, the iron bolts. 
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| 8nd bars with which he was bound, ace me of 
chat Which is written Iſaiah xi. and the interpretati. 
on of that prophecy by our Lord Jeſus Chriſt in the ui 
nagogue at Nazareth, recorded, Luke iv. 1, 1 'be. 
Spirit of the Lord is upon me, becauſe he hath anointed. 
mne to preach the goſpel to the poor ; he hath ſent me 10 
heal the broken-hearted, 10 preach deliverance to the cap- 
tives, and recovering of light to the blind, to ſet at liberty. 
them that are bruiſed, to preach the acceptable year of the 
Lord. I told him, That our Lord makes it evident; by 
what is ſaid in the following part of the chapter, that it 
refers entirely io bimſelf, who is the great Preacher of 
rigbteouſneſs, and the declarer of the Father's name 
to the brethren. And then, I obſerved: to him, the. 
love of God in ſending his beloved Son into the world to 
lay down his life for us,—to ſuffer the ſhameful death 
of the croſs, to deliver us from the curſe of the broken 
law, to ſet us free from ſpiritual bondage—loofing, the: 
bands of fin and Satan, that we Oy. enjoy: the pri- 
vileges of the ſons of God. 
I mentioned to him alſo, . low of our Lord Jeſus. 
Chriſt, in coming chearfuliy to lay down. his life for the. 
; ungodly, and the love of the Holy Spirit. who, by the 
Truth opens the eyes of our underſtanding to ſee the- 


glory of th fe oy tiara 3 for without Divine Humwi-; 
im 


nation, (l ), we muſt for ever remain in 


darkneſs. Upon bearing theſe things, the Priſoner ſeem- 


ed to be much delighted, and ſaid, It was wonderful 
that God ſhould manifeſt his love and mercy to ſuch 
wicked creatures as we are. I then told bim, that 
God delighted to ſhew mercy, and had promiſed that 
mercy ſhould be built up and eſtabliſbed for ever, Pl, Ixxxix. 

2. and in a conſiſtency too with ſtrict juſtice, ſince Chriſt 


ſuffered the juſt for the unjuſt, that he might bring us 
to GOD, and that it is witneſſed concerning bim, that 


he hatb magnified the law and made it honourable, and 
brought in an everlaſting righteouſneſs, in which all the 


ſeed, of Iſrael are juſtified and ſhall glory.—I then ſpoke, - 
a few things with reſpect to the freedom of this falvatiz, - 
| on, OR Nags it is all of ** that no fleſh may glory in, 
| 200”: 1 
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Bis preſence: To confirm this, Tread Tala Slvi. 12, 13. 
Hearten unto me, ye ſtout- hear ted, that are far from rig is 

— 6-5ph 1 bring near my righteouſneſs ; it ſhall not he 

. far off, and my ſalvation 2 not iarr y and I will place | 
fal vation ins Zion for Iſrael my glory. 

. 25 then told him, that theſe glad tidings followed us, as 
a word behind us, ſaying, This is the way, walk ye in it, 

III. xxx. 21. and mentioned that other paſſage, Ifa. xv. 

. T am ſought of them that aſked not for me + I am found 
HEMI of them that ſought me not - 1 ſaid, Behold me, behold 

Ft me, unto a nation that was not called by my name, From 

. 


pP besce, I ſaid to bim, It appears that GOD firſt ſeeks 
. - after us, and * remembers us in our low eftate, be- 
4 , fore we enquire after him. To which he made the 
1... T7 following anſwer, „1 am perſuaded that I am ſtout- 
[i | hmueearted, and far from righteouſneſs. An inſtance of 
=;  _ which; I will give you, viz. I once lay ſixteen weeks 
1 . fever! all Which time, I do not remember, that e- 
ver ILcall'd upon GOD; ſurely this was great rebellion 
in me, and ignorance of the true GOD, and his dear 
Son dur Saviour; but ſince it bas pleav'd the Lord to 
my eyes, and to give me ſome diſcernment of 
his abundant mercy towards ſuch helpleſs ſinners, I 
find pleaſüre in calling upon his name.“ I then aſked 
him, What ſenſe he had of the exceeding ſinfulneſs of 
"fin? He told me, He was aſham'd, becauſe it was done 
_ agtinſt GOD, and was the cauſe why the Lord Jeſus wee 
hedught to ſuffer that ſhameful death of the croſs. 
He ſaid, He was ſorry that he had fo long ny | 
the name df GOD and of Cbriſt. -I then aſked him, 
What be thought of theſe crimes for which he was to 
ſuffer? He anſwered, © That indeed they were very great 
and That the Lord knew that his heart was the worſt 
; about him, ——-that'it was full of wickedneſs.“ 
1 alked him alſd, What was his diſpoſition with reſpect 
to the Crown Evidence ?—He ſaid, “ He indeed had 
| ſpoken ſeveral things againſt him and his wife, that 
Were not true; but he hoped that the Lord would con- 
' vince him of the evil of his way; he added, That it 
| was bis _ to * * n, and to forgive him, 2s be 


9 


| "thanked the TEE that he had been pleaſed to bring 


him ioto. priſon, og ſlopt him in his evil cout ſe, * 0 


had now turned the priſon into a place of liberty.” He 
then began to be very familiar witch me, and to propoſe 
queſlions; one of which was, Do you think that I 
e have any reaſon to be afraid of death? To. which, I 


anſwer'd,. That death was called the King of Terrors 


and a terror 10 princes, Job xviii. 1 4. « Pf. Ixxvi. 12,—that = 
death was to us an untrodden path, and therefore, we 

were ready to ſhrink at the thoughts. of walking in it, but 
that if we believed the goſpel, we had no real cauſe of 
fear; becauſe death was aboliſhed by the appearing of 
our Lord, He, having deſtroy'd death, and him that had 
the power of death, that is the devil; ſo that althoꝰ be. 
Hievers in Jeſus Chriſt. are not. exempted. from natural 
death, yet they are deliver'd from the ſecond death, and 
have reaſon to bope for the reſurrection of the body to 


reign in endleſs life with Chriſt. Death 4herefore, only 


opens to them, a paſſage into the immediate preſence. of 


our great Redeemer, where the. Warn of Juſt, men are 
made perfect. | 


Another of his cnellions was in theſe 3 « What | 


&« is meant by the burnt-offering?” I read Pal. xl. 6, 
7, 8, verſes, and led bim from thence to Heb. x. avd 
obſerved to him, that the Apoſtle ſhews that all theſe 
offerings and ſacrifices. were ſhadows of good things to 
come, and had their full meaning and accompliſhment 


in Chriſt > And, 1 particularly told him, that as the. 


people of Iſrael had a part in theſe ſacrifices, (Lev. ji. 11. 
& vii. 11 +F the Lord himſelf a part, (Lev. ii. 9. 10. 

& vii. 9, 10.) and the prieſls their portion; So in the ſa- 
crifice which Chriſt made of himſelf, the Father is well 
pleas d, the great Offerer delighted in doing the Father's 
will, and the ſaved people, made everlaſtingly happy in 
the communion of that ſacrifice with the Father and the 


Son, by the power of the Holy Gboſt, (ſee John vi. 


throughout.) 1 then thought it was neceſſary to deſite 
bim to join in prayer: He at firſt, ſhewed ſome reluc- 
tance: 2 Hid he, 1 * * Po ignorant, ſinful 


. 1 wretch, 


FR Yes forgi iveneſs at GOL for himſelf he 3 
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71 « eich, and: may expreſs myſelf in wart that wou'd | 
e offend the Lord.” To that, I-replied, That it was 
_ 'a commanded duty, IF any man lack wiſdom, let him 


"aft of GOD, who giveth to all men liberally,” and up- 
|  braideth not, James i. 5. And 1 endeavour'd to encou- 


rage him by ſeveral ſimilar paſſages. He then acquieſ- 


ced, and prayed, in ſubſtance, 'as follows: © O Lord, 
4 em poor, ſinful, helpleſs creature, but thou balt 
, ſaid, thou will teach the ignorant: 1 
4% on my bended knees, that they won'd waſh awaj 
« my fins in the blood of thy beloved Son, and ſave 
4 me from crying, Peace, peace, to myſelf, till thou 
, eryeſt peace. O Lord, forgive all mine enemies, and 
<< lay not we blood to their charge; and altho' I baye 
2 fallen at the bar of man, let me find mercy rom 
„ thyſelf, for thy beloved Son's fake.” 8 
if hs took a pſalm-book with mie at firſt when I went it 


Sl”, 


and read ſeveral Pſalms to him, he then attempted 4 


read a few words; for, at the beginning, he only knew 
ſome letters, but, by cleſs' application, he could make 
out ſome verſes of the xl. and xxiii. Pſalms, and at laſt 
be was able to read Pſal. cxxx. from beginning to end. 
- He was ſeveral times viſited by ſome Miniſters in the 
cy; and other private Chriſtians; he expreſs'd ve 
great thankfulneſs, and received them as from the Lord. 
l remember one day, when I was in company wick: 
nim, one of the Miniſters, (Mr. Robert Walker), came 
in, and, after expreſſing his concern for his ſtate and 


Station, he aſked him, If he could read; to which he 


anſwered, *©* He cou'd not read when he was brought 
to priſon, but now he had got ſome verſes of the Pſalms,” 
particularly thoſe mentioned above; whereupon the MI. 


niſter ſpoke many moſt agreeable things from Pſal. x*iji, 
fſuch a8 That David's Lord was his Shepherd, —That 


he was the ſame perſon, who, in the New Teſtament 

s called David's Son, —That he was alſo the Lord's 
_ Chriſt, and the good Shepherd who laid down his life 

For the ſheep, —That he would lead and feed them, 


and bring them at laſt to living fountains of water, &c, 


I FR if he knew the uſe of an advo- 


of thee | 
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4 ah AVE anſwered by the ict Tust! ne and 
the Miniſter told Bim, That Jeſus brit is the ri ghre- | 
_ ous Advocate with the Father, and he e the 
great excellencies that appear in him beyond all thoſe 
who bear that name among men; for as a ſee was the 
_ cauſe: of their pleading, ſo they ſometinies did not re 

- whether their client gain'd the cauſe or no; "ou with - 
- Yeſpert: to the Lord Jeſis Chriſt, he leaded their cauſe 
_ Feely, without any price or reward, and he was in'ear- 
. neſt about iti lie then ſaid, That his character was 
JESUS, which ſignifies The Saviour; but that to it 
was added the epithet, The Righteous; becauſe his pleads 
ing for them, is conſiſtent with ſtrict juſtice, as he is the 
Propitiation for their ind. Another excellency, With 
_ Fegard to his pleading, he noticed, was the place where 
he is with the Father.— Theſe views from Pfal. Xii. 
and 1 Jobn. ii. 1, 2 were very comforting” to the Pri. 
ſoner. I do not pretend to relate the whole of that con- 
verſation'; but, (as far as I remember) the above. is the . 
WW. 'of what paſſed at that time. 

Another day, when I was preſent, Iſaiah in. ** 

read a6 him, as alſb Philip's explanation of that paſſage 
to the Ethiopian Eunuch, Acts viii, —Several excellent 
obſervations were made by another Miniſter then pre- 

ſent, concerning the ſufferings of Chriſt; and alſo, the 

love of GOD, in laying our iviquities upon bis beloved 
Son, who chearfully ſubmitted to the death bf the croſs, 
that we might enjoy the Divine favour, and at laſt be 
brought to the full enjoyment and poſſeſſion of that 
glory into which Chriſt enter'd, after he bad ſuffer'd. 
Theſe, and fuch like obſervations were very joyful io the 
Priſoner. He ſaid, ** That the Eunuch had indeed great 
* cauſe to go on his way rejoicing, ſeeing he was 
_ "taught, that Jeſus Chriſt was the Son of the Liv: 
„ ing 'GOD,” | 
I Fhadoecafion to Tg chk Mikitter 0 My John Pat. | 
Tiſon) make ſome obſervations upon Luke xiv. 7-25. 1 . 
cannot pretend to. give a particular account of all that 

Paſſed ; but theſe fe things, I remember, he ſaid, viz. 
That Chriſt bimſelF made this „ de himſelf 

B 


Was 


13 — 
F 7 — 
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all the other preachers of the everlaſting goſpel That 
| thoſe who were firſt called to that ſupper, pretended ex- 


Z able that were, in the lanes and ſtreets, without habita- 


theſe words, yet t 
a hq goodneſs of GOD, in ander room for Tack, e 
— ns 


3 I bad occaſion. toiſee Game: other. Miniſters, and 
f ive, a particular account of what paſſed ; only, I remem. 
45 pole Jokes, and, ie teftuwed' npon the e of nere 


_ "Gaffbred: betwix 
; 0 *ave. him, as one of theſe thieves, and to bring 


more 
of Chriſt, which way ſhed even for the chief of ſinners. 


Was the res- That his 8 were the . 6 


cule, from things in themſelves lawful ; but which ought 
to have been laid aſide, in order that they might embrace 


the call That the Lord: was angry with them; and 


then, I think, proceeded to ſhew the abundant grace of 


388 75 that they ſhou'd never taſte of his ſupper. He 
in giving commiſſion to go ont to call tbe miſer- 2 


tions to abide in; he obſery'd, That the ſovereignty 
of GOD appear'd j in calling thoſe "miſerable creatures, 


| who. were in the bigh-ways and bedges,—He ſpoke 
particularly on theſe words, and yet thers is room: from 


which be drew many inferences, which tended to yield 
| t comfort, to the Priſoger ; and, I remember, after 
the Miniſter, was 89 ve, be was. wack comforted with 

ere is room. He wondered much ar 


and Westie 
t when they ſpake to him. I cannot pretend to 


er, that they ſet be fore him the free Gleociew that is in 


yithout any works of theirs, and that this Jeſas, who 
ixt two , thieves; was as able and willing 


into. paradiſe : . So that whatever he bad been, 
there was no room. for him to doubt of the loving-kind. 
Neis of GOD our Saviour. And that the more be ſaw 


- his own vileneſs and ſiafulneſs in the ſight of GOD, the 


excellency would: be behold in the. precious blood 


He expreſs'd great aſtoniſhment and wonder, that he 
had been priviledg'd to hear ſuch comfortable truths as 
cheſe, and made the following reflection in theſe words, 
et O how is it that the Lor bath been pleagd to bring 


% me to this priſou to hear ſuch . how is.it, thar 
. * who was continui  blalpaemy, drink 


and o- 


ther 


Earp K 4 
7 "vs 
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es ') N 
10 ther ln was not an to rob alſo, when 1 
« had a great teniptation to it in my own country, 

„here I might have been taken and condemn'd with- 
* out hearing ſuch glad tidings as theſe! I cou'd have 
« expected there no more but one * two viſits om a 
% Clergyman. ?? „ . 
_ , He then made a vents and bro e ont in hebe exprel. 
fions: It is ſurely of the Lord, who wou 'd vat ſuffer 
« me to die, until he had firſt given we the knowledge 
* of his beloved Son, in whom I np truſt, that he is 
e my Redeemer and Saviour, and hope to be ſbon re- 
4 ceived into his preſence, where 1 ſhall ever praiſe bim, 

. tho' in myſelf, I am a worthleſs creature, and de- 
a« ſerving nothing but everlaſting: puniſhment,” Theſe, 


— 


and the like reflections he often made, —His Know= - 


ledge, and his love to GOD, ſeem'd indeed to encreaſe 
daily, fo that the progreſ he made was ſur prifing: He 
took particular pleaſure in the Palins, and made ſeve- 
ra] obſervations on the paſſages he read and. beard from 
time to time. ' I ſhall give you a few inſtances. Upon 
Hearing Pfal. cii. 19, 20. For be hath looked , down from 
the height of his ſanftuary; from heaven did the Lord 
behold 155 earth ; to hear the groaning of * the priſoner, 
to looſe theſe that are "appointed to death ; be turned id 
his fellow. priſoner, and ſaid, * Theſe are great promiſ- 
es and comforts to ſuch as yon and me; how won- 
40 derful is the goodneſs of GOD towards us, who 
50 have been living in enmity and rebellion againſt - pe 
* a prayer- hearing GOD, who looks after 1, the? - 
06 we have been running fie from him.“ . 
Another time, Pſal. cxxx. , 8. being read, 7 'Þ [i 
25 bope i in the Lord, for with bin mercies be: And from 
l his iniquities he Hrael ſhall redecm. He obſerved, 
that it was not only one Mercy, that was mention'd/; biit 
merciet — that theſe mercies' were ever to be found 
with God —and that he did not redeem Iſrael, or bis 
people, from one iniquity only ; ; but from all their ini. 
quities, Upon 2 cxyili. N NOT. was read 
8 ae „ 5 
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3 15 dicreß S on the! Lord: F . n 
| 7 1 15 the Lord did anſwer 2 Solis 1 v x98" 
: ne in a large place did me ſet, 


X from trouble made me free. 
Kt "The mighty Lord is on wy mary „„ orobed Þ? 
k I will, not be afraid: Mi 
rot. any thing that man can. 4 1 2 e eee 
en een, Lt, | 


This Lord doth take wy part with tho 

* that help to ſuccour me: Hh 755 
Therefore on thoſe that do me hate . 
* 1 defire ſhall ſe. FO 
| "en er it is to zruſt i in God... „ 20 
2 55 than truſt in man's 8 „ 
e to truſt in God, than e, Slit 
., Princes, our <pnſidence,. 168 % e 


* 0 ober vd, that i words gave him great * 
and were well ſuited. to his preſent, condition; for the 

Lord had heard him in his diſtreſs, and would continue 
to hear him for bis beloved Son's: ſake; and that be 
now found that it was better, yea, much better to truſt 
in the Lord than to truſt in princes, or in man's de- 
fence; for, ſaid he, I hope the Lord will ſtrengthen me 
and not leave me in the time of my trouble 3 for he has 
been | gracious to. me, and I truſt he will continue to the 
end. Upon Pſal. xxiii. he obſerved, * That fince the 
Lord had promiſed to comfort with his rod and ſtaff, he 
had no occaſion to be afraid, even in the valley and "ſha, 
dow of death; for he truſted his whole ſalvation to the 
Lord his ſhepherd. Several other obſervations of this 
kind he made on the Pſalms, which 1 ſhall not relate. 1 
—1 have given theſe as a ſpecimen of the reſt. 

One day, when I was in converſation: with IG be 
told me, That a perſon had brought him notice, that a 
paper was hawked about the-ſtreets. in his name, en- 
titled, Groans from the dungeon; but he ſaid, He knew 
ning « about it; he entreated me to get a acts 


* 


to bim. This I accor 


or dingl ty aid, and when Tread | 
A rhe! r Nr of is e 
And mas 'my 7 Norte e ns as white + as 5 Ayo: 7 


2 faia, & Poor things! J never faid ſo to any one, for 
neither my tears, nor my prayers, can be of any ſervice 
to me; I truſt alone to the blood of JESUS for waſh. 
ing me, and I wiſh that the Lord may forgive them, for | 
laying that to my charge.” | 
Another day, when I was talking with him of the 
devices of Satan, he ſaid.“ That all the while Be was 
going headlong in the fulfillment of his luſts, he knew 
not what the meaning of temptation was,— But no 
that the Lord had brought him to the knowledge 5 
the truth, he found many temptations from the devil, 
which made him fall on his knees to GOD; And be 
found the Word of GOD to be ſtronger tban the de- 
vil. — This led me to ſpeak of the ſpiritual armour men- 
tion'd Eph. vi That chapter was read to bim. | 
2 cauſed ſtop at theſe words, for we wreſtle not a «inf 
ſb and blood, but againſt principalities and Powers, 
2 5 the rulers of the darkneſs of this world, 255 
ee wickedneſs in bigh places, and, turning to. his 
fellow. peifbner, he aſked him, What be underſtood by 
the ruler 0 the darkneſs of this world ?—To which he 
replied, That he cou'd not tell, —He then fi id, 
40 — ly that is the devil, who has been. ruling in me, 
and has led me on in heft wicked: courſes that bave 
now brought me to this place.“ —He obſer vd, at the 
ſame time, © That this was the firſt time be OD hear 
that chapter read, and he thanked GOD, who hac 
brought. him out of the ſnare of the devil. "hve 
Another day, when reading'to him the Parable of ths 
Poon al, he ſaid, “ Surely that is II for I have fought 
40 to I my belly with huſks ; but O ! bow. great js the 
«Fathers love to ſich as me, to bring them. home to 
his own houſe He then made ſome obſervations a- 


** * * ; wo e : | 


5 4 14.) 355 
5 bout killing the fated calf,, and making merry, but I am 
not able at preſent to recollect them. 1 
One morning, when I went to ſee him, he told me 
of a paſſage that Mr. Pattiſon had read to him the pre- 
ceeding night, which, he ſaid, had been mighty com- 
fortable to him all night; be mention d a few broken 
words of it; but ſaid, That it had now eſcap'd his me- 
mory, by his being employed. in the . in ſing · 
ing and praying.“ I found the paſſage. to be that in Je 
A. 1. They ſay, If a man put away his wife, and ſhe go 

Im bim, and become another man's, [hall he reiurn — | 
20 her again? ſpall not that land be. greatly polluted 7 
Gut thou halt played the harlat with many lovers ; yet re. 
turn unto me, ſaith the Lord. He immediately remem- 
ber d that to be the place, and was glad to hear it again; 
for, it appear'd to him 10 ſh2w the exceeding greatneſs 
of the mercy and grace of, GOD, to ſuch as be cauſed 
to return 3 „ for, laid he, * cannot refurn, of vor- 
7, ſelves, therefote'i it is all of; free grace.” 

Upon being aſk'd, If he was afraid to die that om 
whois death which awaited him? he ſaid, “ He was not, 
when he conſider'd, that the Lord Jeſus Chriſt was cru- 
cified betwixt two thieves, altho*. be did nothing amiſs, 
to ſave ſuch miſerable creatures as he,—he added, That 
he did not deſire a pardon from an earthly prince; for, 
altho? he was to obtain it, he muſt ſoon die at any rate; 
all his deſire therefore was, to obtain a: ſeal'd pardon 
from GOD, in whom he truſted, that he might enjoy 
His Redeemer, in that place where there is no ſorrow ; 
for he now ſaw, by experience, that all things in this 

reſent world were vanity and vera tion of ſpirit, and 
that even the riches of it were fading ; but that the 
riches of Chrilt were unſearchable; he was willing there- 
fore, io depari and be with Chriſt, which i is far, better; 
_ he added, That he had lived too long in ſinning againſt 
GOD, and that, if his ſentence had. been chang'd to ba- 
_ niſhment, it would have been a terrible thing to have 


3 5 3 returned to his former wickedneſs: He therefore thought 


. much better to be with Chrift, where he would be ſe- 


cure front ſinning any more, OW acknowledge, that that 
: converſation 
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the Brother-Ranſomer, who only was able and we 
to fu}fil that great undertaking, and put the whole fa- 


( us 3 


as Was wolthambliog to tae; e 1 conſiders - 


ed, that I had been for a long time making /a-profeſſion- 
of love to Chriſt, and hatred of iniquity; but was ſo very 

much outſtrip'd. 'by this man, who had but lately come 
to the knowledge of the truth, and yet had ſuch haired 


to ſin. I could not but obſerve the difference betwint 
him and me, in that my ſins againſt GOD were com- 
«white his were 


mitted after I had received illuminati 
when he was in deep ignorance.Indꝭed, had not GOD 


been pleaſed to reveal ſuch paſſages ax theſe, I will heal 

their backſlidings; 1 will love them freely; 1 "will receive 

them graciouſly'; | ſhould be bopleſ—1 could not but 
recollect a paſſage in Mark x. 31. on this occaſion, But 

many that are fir ſt, ſhall be laſt; and the laſt firſi. For- 

| 22 me bin ee er en nene n ay . 
ative. | ; 


- When 0 Priſoner E chat Mr: Plenderleith 


was come to town; he defir'd me to call at him, and 


entreat him to come and viſit him, for he wanted much 


to ſee him. I obeyed: his'requeſt ;-and L;accompanied 
Mr Plenderlieth, and bad a very agreeable interview | 
with the Priſoner.—1I ſhall not pretend to give you 
a relation of what paſſed; but wine he-ſaid correſpand. 
ed with- what is-mention'd/above.-—He:.exhorted; hie 
to believe in the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, as the only Saviour; 
to lay every thing of his own afide ; not to truſt in his 
Repentance, his Prayers; or good Diſpoſiiions; but 
to ly at the feet of mercy; that the Lord might. be. glo- 
rified in ſaving him, and covering bim with the gar. 


ment of ſalvation, the robe of righteouſneſs prepur 


mily i in poſſeſſion: of the eternal iuheritance.— He chen 


pray'd with him, and left bim at that time, with a pro- 
miſe to ſee him a few days after, which accordingly he 
did.— I was then preſent: He gave him very ſuitable 
exhortations as he fore; he defir'd the Priſoner to pray's _ 
but, at that time, he declin'd it, ſaying, Lam very ige 275 
.porant, and am not qualified to pray in preſence of 


.of nnn told him, nn the Lord 


Few Þ- | * 


mer, 


—_— 


men, her — — de 8 — to — 4 
out his ſupplications in agreeableneſs to the will of GOD; 
as he was enabled by the Holy Spirit ;—and that, as he 
Rad no other name to mention before GOD, but the 
name of JESUS; ſo in his name, he had ground 0 ex? 
Pect an anſwer of peace.—He'then agreed, and 1 7 
acknowledge, that he had much liberty in pouring 
his heart. We admired the grace of So in 2 

it oould neu be ſaid of him, who before was 'a Mate” | 
mers” BEH OUT Dl he:prayetht ! 

Before I proceed any Prom (hat Wade Ws 
collect the ſubſlance of ſome converſations that he and 1 
had together about the nature of godly- ſorrow, and goſ- 

and to give you fome account of them. 
' —He was lamenting, that he had liv'd ſo long a ſtran- 
ger to G O D, and to the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, his be- 
doved Son, thanking the Lord who had been pleaſed to 
reveal Chriſt; by his Word and Spirit unto him, and ex- 
preſſing his abhorrence at ſin, becauſe it was done a- 
gainſt the holy and juſt GOD; when I took oceaſion to 
ſpeak of the natural ſtate we are in, as the deſcendants 
of f ſinful Adam.—lI repreſented to bin; That when our 
firſt; parents ſinned in breaking the law of GOD, their 
communion with God was at an end for that tim 
That they did not at all think of returning to the 
but ſewed fig- leaves to cover their nakedneſs; and, 1 
ing that to be inſufficient, that they fought fo hide 
_ themſelves among the trees of the garden; That the 
convidion of the tranſgreſſion they had been guilty of, 
bad not by #/e#f, power to bring them back to GOD; 
„I cou'd not help adding, That there is no doubt 
but they wo woun'd have continned in that ſtate of enmity, 
we not GOD- been pleas'd, in his rich merey, to 
them the gracious promiſe of the One Seed, 
is Show all the families of the earth ſhould be blefſſ. 
ed. The belief of this promiſe I told him, was, 1 ap- 
prehended, hat brought Adam from the ſtate of death 
be was in after the fall, to enjoy” life and eommunion 
with G00.—1 0 that none of the ſin- 
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wakned by the law, and not led forward to eee a 
_ they won'd go about toeſtabliſh their own righteouſnels, 
and thus continue to hold the weapons of their rebelli- 
on againſt God: By the law is the knowledge of fin—— 
the law worketh wrath, and is called by the apoſtle,” 4 


% TT T T 


- fol race of Adam are able to deliver themſelves front 


GOD; for, while they conſider d GOD as their enemy, 
(which is truly the idea of every unconverted man a- 


* 


miniſtration of condemnation.I added, That when the 


Lord is graciouſly-pleagd; by his Spirit thro? the word, 


to lead the convinced ſinner to behold. the whole law 


Ifalled by. Jeſus Chriſt, who is the end of the law 
for righteouſneſs to every one that believeth ; - Wbo 
hath magnified the Jaw and made it. honourable, and. 
hath brought in an Everlaſting Righteouſneſs, in 


which all the ſeed of Iſrael are juſtified, aud ſhall-glo- 


ry—that then indeed he will abhor himſelf then he 


will obtain proper views of the exceeding ſinfulneſs of 


ſin, by behelding it condemn'd in the fleſh of Chriſt, 
ſubſtituted in room of the ungodly. As this ſubject 


was moſt important in itſelf, and ſingularly ſo to him, 
I. thought it proper to dwell very fully upon it; and, I 


remember, I read to him ſeveral paſſages of ſcripture 
that ap d to me moſt fit to confirm and illuftrate 
it.— I read to bim in particular, Iſaiah lvii. 17, 18. 
where the juſt wrath of GOD. againſt his people for 
their covetouſneſs and iniquity, and the effects of it, 


do not appear to have produc'd:in them repentance and! 


contrition.— On the contrary, it is ſaid, That they 
went on frowardly in the way of their own heart, but 
by the Lord's healing them. and reſtoring: comfort to 


bem was created the fruit of the lips, Ezek. xvi. 6 


63. and.[xxxvi.. 25 —33. were alſo adduc'd; and ir was 


told han, that Ephraim ſaid, Nhat have I any more to 


do with idols -O N THIS ACCOUNT that the 
Lord (from whom, becauſe of their baſeneſs, they 


might have expected evil and not good) bad ſaid to 
them, I will heal their back/lidings, I will love them fres. | 


+ 


* 


1 thai. tea TAR and the woman 
Who was 'a ſinner, Luke vii, 41. and ſhewed, that 
love to G0, even where it exiſſed was ever in pro- 
: to the views we had of: his love to us; and 

rbat from W e iv; 19. it was manifeſt, that it can - 

not eden n to exiſt, (nor eonſequenciy any of its! 

fruits, viz. Contritian, repentance, holineſs, &c.) until 
we firſt are acquainted with his love to-ſinners, and per- 
oeive the manner of its ſſion in the unſpeakable 
gift of his 80on.— To all this he anſwer d, 1 thank 

_ the Lord that ſalvaijon comes in that way; were e 8 
ſo, I never wou'd have ſought him.“ 

As the time of his death was now n near, " 
was propogd to him by ſome, to dictate an #ccount 
of his life for publication; but he ſeery'd to decline its | 
| However, one day when he-and I were together, I faid 
to him, That as Hire Lord had been pleas'd in his grear 
merey to deal bountifully with his ſoul," I thought it 
| Hin duty to let that be known to others, that thoſe who 
feur the name of the Lord, may glorify bim for every 

* be, of che riches of bie grace. He then 2 
| „ aud 2 as follows, You was the firſt thar 

— me after I received my ſentence, and you know 

that all my comfort has ariſen from theſe precious 

truth, which I have beard from the holy Scriptures: 

E'have laid open my heart to you in ſuch a manner as I 

dave done to no man, except one gentleman, with 

whom I have been very free; I therefore deſire you to 
collect theſe truths: together, and to give a ſhort account 

3 life, according as I ſhall relate to you.” —Hay- 

= ing Heard his narrative; I got a copy of it made oat, 

and" read it to him: I then'ſhew'd it to Mr. Plen- 

2 who went with me to the priſon and read 

ver, and aſked him, If theſe were his own 

and bis meaning ? to which he anſwer'd at 


„ 25 of every paragraph, as Mr. Plenderlieth pro- 


ee William bod ſpoken to me ef theſe paſſag 
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That he frequently had — The Prifo 
a babes ee 22 
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ſteps of Providence in Lo A fo, that he ſhould be 
apprehended and condemned here; where be had fagh_ 
opportunities of hearing the goſpel of GOD's grace; which 
was accordingly done. He alſo.deſir'd, that, thaz\ copy 
ſnould be ſhown to another gentleman who had been ver7 
friendly to bim; but that he did not wiſh any alterati- 
ons to be made in the ſenſe of the ſpeech. —l 17 wade 
| brought him back the exact e read it a ſecone 
time, he approv'd of the whole, except one paragraph 
reſpecting the Crown. evidence, which the gentleman, 
to whom he had deſir'd it to be ſhown, had altered: 
He had ſtruck out theſe. words, As for am flreiches 
Mills has made, I freely forgive bim; for. a man wi 
do much ta ſave hit own life In their place, be iofert- 
ed the following words, 1f Mills has uronged, or injure 
ed me, it is betuixt GOD. and his own conſcience. 
When came to that paragraph, the Prifoner ſaid, I 
don't approve of that alteration, for theſe: words make 
it doubiful whether Mills has injur'd me or not; ſa 
that the people who read this ſpeech, may ſay after I 
am dead, This man does not know whether. Mills 
wrong' d him or not; why then does be pretend to for- 
ive him, hen he had done him no injury But, as 
I am certain that he ſwore falſely in ſeveral, particulars, 
I deſire that the words may remain, as, they were at farlt, 
viz. 4s ta Mills, I freely forgive him for any fretches 
be mage, for a man will do much to ſave bis own life ; 
T pray GOD that-it may not be laid to his cba ge, an 
that he may find mercy of the Lord, for that and all his 
other crime.“ He then deliver'd the ſpeech to the _ 
printer, and order'd me ts attend the preſs, that no-ad- | 
_ ditions nor-alterations might be admitted. He alſo de- 
ſird me: go} bring him a proof copy, and. to read. ir, 
which: I did the day before his execution, —He then 
declar'd himſelf well pleas'd with it, and that it was 
expreſſive of the language of his heart; aſter whieh in 
preſence of the inner: kee per and ſome other perſons lie _ 
return'd it to me, to be carried back tu the printer. 
IThave narrated this ſo partieulagly, that you may be 
fally. ſatisfied. of the genuinenels of bis ſpece ; and 
„ ; * hope 
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imple declaratien of matters of fact, and well kbown 
to Mr. Plenderlieth, and ſeveral other gentlemen; 
Wen the time of his execution drew near, he was de- 
ſirous ta know who were to attend him; but, as I cod 
not then inform him, he faid, “ If the Lord go with 
me, I ſhall not mind 3 I truſt he will not leave 
me at the lafl ; however, it will be very agreeable to 
me, that ſome of thoſe Miniſters who have viſited me 
often, and underſtand me, and whom 1 alſo underſtand, 
attend me.“ I then promis'd that I wou'd ſpeak to 
the perfons he had nam'd; they complied with his re- 
queſt, which afforded him much ſatisfaftion. © 
A few days before his death, one of the Miniſters, 
(Mr john Gibſon at Weſt-kirk), coming in to fee him, 
ſeem'd to be greatly mov'd with ſympathy, and compa. 
ſion for him: The Priſoner perceiving it, ſaid, O how 
is it, that the Lord's people ſhou'd expreſs ſuch care 
and regard for me, who have been fuch an enemy to 
GOD ?—Surely it is the Lord that has put it into the 
hearts of his people, and 1 thank the Lord for that, 
nnd all his other benefits beſtowed. upon me.“ It was 
about that time, that he earneſtly intreated me to viſit 
Hull, (who was a ſoldier in the ſame regiment and com- 
 anitted alſo for the ſame robberies) after his death, and 
to try if I could perſuade him to pray to the Lord, that 
he might enlighten him in the knowledge of the 
% ode Mb eh Litre g Erb 6Y 


in Anecdote, in which another Priſoner "was con- 


1 'E ff 


. x eernd, may be here related in a note. 
I vat ſpeaking io Pickworth and him about prayer; 
The other priſoner ſaid, © We do indeed pray to God 
with a ſincere heart, and ] hope the Almighty will hear 
aus.” Pickworth then ſaid, © Oh! do Wat ſpeak of the 
ſinterity of our hearts; for indeed our hearts are the wor /t 
ef ui —Metbinks more may be ſaid for this ſentiment of 
"phe Priſoner's, than for one utter d in a ſermon: by a | 
«©. certain 'preacher, on a certain day of this month. bat 
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I went to viſit the Priſoner again on the 22d. day 
September, which was the Sabbath preceeding his exe 
dation. — I, as uſual, aſked him, How he found his 
mind! He anſwer'd me, That he had great reaſon to 


* r © 5 
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return GOD thanks, who wonderfully ſupported him 
- by his own Word; for, as the time drew neater, he 


_ ound bimfelf ſtill more deſirous to depart and to be 
- with Chriſt, which is far better,” and then added, 


„ This is the laſt Sabbath that I am to ſpend in this 
world; but before the next, I ſhall be in the prefence 


of GOD and my bleſſed Redeemer, in that place, 


Where there is no ſin or ſorrow. After that, I read 


to him the account of our Lord's reſurrection, and his 


| gentlema n ſaid, 7 as nearly as can be remembred), That 


the law of GOD is not rigorous,— That be bath ſuit- 
ed its demands to our infirmity ; and, as we are inca- 


pable of giving it a perfect obedience, he is graciouſly 


ne to accept a ſincere, tho? imperfect one. er- 
haps, this is an improper place, to intreat the Doctor, 


ſeriouſly to weigh, and anſwer the feu following 
riet in the i * of GOD; but his acknowledged polite- 
ne will, I 85 forgive the unſeaſonable addreſs ; und 


tbe apprehended e of his doctrine to the ſcrip- 
| 7 


tures, and common ſenſe, muſt juſtify it to others. 
the law of GOD then, is founded in the immutable na-. 
ture and relations of things ; can a Being of infinite know. 
ledge and wiſdom, diſpenſe with it.“ ae ; 
pe . VB 


i bliſs, the want of it miſery ; can a Being of 


s creatures to 


goodneſs, (by diſpenſing with it), permit 
Ge l 1 able which they 


leſs happy than they may be ; or miſ 


may not be If all moral imperfe&ion is volurtary'; 


can a Being perfectly juſt, by diſpenſing with immutable 


obligations, fail to puniſh the breach of them Fe- 
us Chriſt came to magnify and eſtabliſh the law, aud yet 


i ſave.ſinnevs, by giving a ſincere and perfect obedience 


to it, and its penalty for them : can be be deem d a preach- 


er either of the law or the goſpel, who wou'd annibilatr 


a jot of the one; or propoſe the leaſt ground of hope for 
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- ſalvatien but the other? Ae | 


— 


- ings of forgiveneſs;— That here be privileg d Mary 
re viſe after. blo.aotarrattions - | 


„ 
- am che diſciples, and to Mary ous af whom 
- he pod caſt ſeven devils; and from thence obſerved to 
um, that Jeſus, Chriſt. in the time of his perſonal mini- 
y,: admitted publicans and. ſinners to draw near to 
him, 25 preached (i. e. declared) to them the ad tid . 


and, calling her by name, gave her a commiltion to in- 
timate the joyful tidings to the diſciples, which were 
indeed but coolly. received by them, until the Lord him- 
ſelf appear'd in the midſt of them, ſaying, Peace be un- 
to von, be not afraid, it is I, and ſhewed to them his 
hands and fide, the dying marks of his everlaſting love. 
—— Then I ſhew'd him, that the Evangeliſt informs us, 
the diſciples were: glad when they ſaw the Lord. —Upon 
which; the Priſoner, with a chearful countenance, ſaid, 
S They had great. reaſon to be glad, ſince they had 
ſeen the Lord I. obſerved to him, that Chriſt not 
only died and * dene z bur is now exolted at the Fa- 
ther right-hand, a Prince and a Saviour to give repent- 
ance and remiſſion of ſins; That we are called upon, 
20 trace bim from the croſs to the ſepulebre, and from 
that to the Father's right-hand, where he ever lives to 


make interceſſion for the tranſgreſſors.1 W e 


him to meditate upon what he Wa beads... ĩ˙ ò K 
aw him again next day, and found dis joy in ehe | 
Led increas d: I deſir'd him. to join with me in to 0 
as be had often done before, and, was\bappy to Y 
bim ſtill truſting in the Hearer of prayer for an avſwer 
of .-peace;—lhg;was removed that night from the place 
| 5 Ghitherto been confin?d, to a. room pre- 
_ par'd for him, Where.be was attended by two ſoldiers, 
-and alſo ſome other perſons, who ſpent that. night with 
him, in reading the ſcriptures, and in prayer. When 
I called. next day, (being Tueſday), I found bim con- 
tinuing to hold ſteadfaſtly the faith thatabe Lord ap. 


pesr'd to have e his ul, by che operation of 

| nee 2 r 
Towards tbe evening of that days the Miniſters:who . 

were to attend him to che * * * woue 


n 
: N 
8 * 89 « 


* 


Me prayer with Kide; hand fer: - before! him wal n- 
the exceeding rich and precious promifes; fuirable' 6 
bis preſent Rate and firnation : be a. to! 'be war 
asd. 8 vo 11 5 ; 
He was Wen aſlied' by one of med Ihe Ns diät | 
cauſe to think that GOD ' wou'd' pardon him? He an 
ſwer' d, That GOD had ſent his beloved Son to die 
for us on the croſs,” and bad 'alfo'faid, He hat cometh 
unto ine, I will in no ways caſt out; he ſpbke ſeverbll 
ihings to that purpoſe, and repeated the words of Pe- 
ter ; Lord to whom ſhall we go, but unto thee, for thou” 
hafl the words of eternal life, and bleſſed the Lord; that 
he had heard and been enabled to receive theſe troths. . 
I do not relate every thing that ' pafPd? between 
| hens, is HY ls with him all that night according I 
to bis own: deſſe, and the others Who were preſent,” | 
and we employed onrſelves in readin 7, and prayer 
to G O Don his behalf, char the A wou'd 2— 5 
ouſly be pleagd _ ſo 2 
He wear | to fe | 


__ 
$ 


by the mac 7 did not return till bed foreach: # 
when 1 found that he had been TT, 1 7 — Lhe | 
cauſe—=—He anſwer'd, My dear frieni | 
not in the Teaſt ſhaken, for I rejoice that or ns . 
fo neat, When 1 ſhalt be admitted into preſence of 
my Lord dut theſe tears proceed from'My natural paſs 
fions being 1 mov d by the Priſoners who-are coming about 
me, to bid me welk ſo do not be afraid, for my 
truſt in the Lord continues ſteadfaſt, and T bope he will 
© ſupport ime in my laſt moments. Hie then told me of 
a particular eireumſtanee which he had not mentioned 
before, viz. That upon the day after he received ſen. 
tence; he had called for ſume fpirituous liquor, arid tak. 
en of it immoderately, ſo that he wha” render'd in⸗ 
able 2 that time * his mind in "= 
4 — 


beet 


7 6 24 L 
+ Nied to. his Ante; 1 that A filled a 
his mind with horror, and made him put on 3 reſblu- 
tion, that he wou'd not drink any more ſpifits_ or li · 
 quor, unleſs a glaſs of wine when he was quite ex- 
Aanded.— Thie accounted to me for the diſtrelsd ſtate 
in which, I told you in the former part of my letter, 
I found him at my firſt viſit. Soon after this, the 
Miniſters who were to attend him, came in, gave him 
ſeveral exhortations and pray'd with him. They 
then thought it proper to withdraw, that he might 
have ſome time by himſelf, and deſir d me to call u- 
pon him within half an hour, and to ſtay with him till 
they return d, if I thought proper; I did ſo; we two 
| Join'din prayer: I then entreated bim to take a glaſs 
def wine and a bit of bread, which he did; and as be un- 
derſtood that the executioner was in the next room, he 


|  defir'd me to call him in, that he might ſpeak with bim; 


when he came into the room and ſaw 48 he * bit- 

-rerly. 3 

"The Prifoner defir'd that be WI not weep for 
him, for he boped. it wou'd be a joyful day, kr that 
ke won'd ſoon be in the preſence of his Lord and Savi- 
eur; he exhorted him to think of his own ſituation, 
for tho' he was to die this day, that he too muſt ſoon 
expect to be before the Great Tribunal, and that he 
onght therefore to ſeek the Lord who is both able and 
_ willing to ſbew mercy to the moſt miſerable and help- 
* ſinner : he then told him, that he had no malice 
= him,—-That he knew it was not he 
w his life, but the law; be then fill'd a 
And gave it to the executioner, and ſo 
they RG for that time. The Miniſters then re- 
turn'd; and, after a ſhort time ſpent with him, the 
Magiſtrates. ſent notice, that they were waitinge—Tbe | Fr 


executioner was then called to bind his arms; but it 


was ſome time before he cou'd be prevail'd upon to do 
it ; but the Priſoner defir'd him to do his duty, —All 
who were preſent, and ſaw his manly and on _ 
behaviour, were filled with ſurpriſe, and melted i 

tears, We came out from the 8 a little after 2 
| | ; 0? C k, 


48 * 8 - a 


* 


( 25 ) | 
. bee thence proceeded to the Weh of 6 


ecution. The Miniſters: 4 attended him, exhorted 


him to put his truſt -wholly in the Lord, aud to turn 
from every other refuge. He appear'd. to give attenti- 


on to them: his decent behaviour filled every one with 


ſurpriſe, 'and_ drew tears from many. — When we ar- 
riv'd at the ſcaffold, he aſked the Miniſters, Whether 
he ſhould ſing or pray firſt? and being anſwer'd; That 
it was proper to begin with prayer, he kneeled down, 


and prayed with an audible voice: the ſubſtance of his 


prayer was like the Publican's. _ 
le confeſs'd bis own ditworthineſs,: md expreſe'd his 


truſt in the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, who ſuffer'd on the ac- | 


curſed tree, that he might fave ſuch unworthy ſinners 


as he was. He begg'd forgiveneſs'to all his enemies, 
and beſought the Lord, that he-wou'd not lay his blood 


to the charge of any, —He alſo entreated the Lord, 


to'bleſs this example for the good of the whole ſpecs. 5 
tors That he wou'd ſtrengthen him in his laſt mo- 


ments, and receive him into his everlaſting kingdom. 


When he aroſe from his knees, he read Pſalm xxx. 


throughout, in ſuch a firm and decent manner, as a- 


ſtoniſn'd all that were near him We then Join?d in 
ſinging it; after which, tbe Miniſters pray'd win 
great warmth and affection.— Joy and grief appear'd 


almoſt in every countenance.— The Miniſters exhorted 
im to hold the faith of Chriſt ſteadfaſt to the end; 
hich he indeed appear'd to do.— I ſtood hard by 


1 and ſaw bim look up ſteadfaſtly to the fatal 
tres, and then ſpake theſe words, WEL COME 
-GITBBET! HAPPY DA Y—He then turned. 
about, and, in a few words, exhorted the ſpectators, to 


tale care and keep good company. He ſpoke parti- 
cularly to the ſoldiers who were about bim; and after 


all, added, That all word be of no avatl that he tould 
1 : ſay, For that; they wou'd ſoon forget it, unle 75 7 


Lord granted them grace for be knew: by experience, 
that alibo' he had \ ſeen many ſuch examples, they were 
_- of thernſelves too weak to deliver him, —The time be. 


* « 4) 12 4 ; . 


-ing near come, they 55 him, If he chuſed to pray a. 


gain 
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* 


in, or ſing? He anfwwer'd, Phat be choſe that Pl, | 

ary 4.0 the ke ſhou'd be ſung, which he read, 
E by Ret in ; finging, The Miniſters then took 
= him ; . and, as the Magiſtrates who 
Pere preſent, to ſee the ſentence executed, were wit 
to give him all ebe time they cou'd; they told 
bi, He: might prey, if be choſe ſecretly; When the 
time was near 9d, I was deſir d to ler bim know, 
which L did.——He chen aroſe from his knees, and bade 
farewel 10 ſeveral of bis felow-ſoldiers, and others, 


Ind prayed, that the Lord would bleſs us all, and chat 


* might meet in the heavi kingdow,—The CXECU- 
Jour then boond his, ru and he wen pp the lad. 
+; Jer. When the executioner offer'd to take hold of bis 


em 0 lead him up, be told bim, that was needleſs, 


for he cou'd go np bimſelf. W hen on the ladder, he 
ve an advice ſimilar to. what he had before faid on 
Fs ; Then turning himſelf to the Magiſtrates, 
T bope Gentlemen, (ſaid 2 vou have no objection 
1 T5 foldiers getting wy body” to which it wat an- 

ered, No,—The rene hen being fix'd, and a ſign 
22 by the execotjoner, he went off gently himſelf, 
Without any ſigus of reluctance, expreſſiag'theſe words, 
[io the beſt of my remembrance), © Lord Jeſus, re- 
_ ceive my Spirit. ſtay'd to the very laſt, = ſaw 
him cut down; he was. then put into a epar'd 


The For him, and carried to the caſtle til next 


5 may hope for the truth. It is true, we may no 


3 
5 2 he was convey'd to the ſea, and there buried ac-. 
ing 10 bis own deſire. 
bh Bic, ends the nder, of William Pickworth 
an U from which, 0 not we—and 9 77 
r N 445g 2 WE 

14 nſidering him as dyi 
we admire the long-ſuffering 
to continue in the land of the — 


guilty of the groſſer acts of robbery, blaſphemy, — 
enneſs or uncleanneſs; but, if we remember that the 
Lord ſearcheth the heart—if we recollect the interpre- 


aaa r if we 


5 diſpenſed with; and the conſequences'of difobeyi 


the lamb four: fold, 


Sa for, 1 n  hotier Kin be Ws dei 


| ourſelves on n different” footing from him? but let not 
Sur hearts be ſet in us to de vil, becauſe: ſentence 
10 our evil works Let 
ifly robbing GOD | 
-Impore or revengeful- lan, ſooth ' ourſelves in the . 
As GOD cannot ceaſe to b 
60D .— 4A. we cannot ceafe to be creatures As juſtice 


is not ſpeedily enecuted a 
us not, if conſcious either of 


commiſſion of them. 


and rectitude are invariable;—Hislaw cannot be changed 
ir, (which are founded as much in the nature of thin 


* in his will), cannot be -alter'd.—This is not an * | 
neceſſary caution even to believers; even in them the 


27 ſelf-deceit is aſtoniſhing. — Think of David, 


2 Sam. ii. 1.—6. There were Two men, ſaid Nathan, - 
in one city.: the one rich and the other poor, © The” 
rieb man had exceeding many- flocks and herds © Bat 


the poor man had nothing ſave one little ew-lamb, 


word he þad-bought and nouriſhed up; and it grew. 
Rom, and with his children'; it did eat 

775 meat, and drank bf his own cup, and lay 
In bis | om, and was unto him a a daughter. 
And there came a traveller unto the rich man, and 
[pared to take of his 'own flock, and of his own herd, 


* with 


40 dreſs for the way-faring- man that wat come "unto 
him, but took the poor man's lamb, and dreſſed it 


for the man that was come to' Vim. Aud David's | 
anger was greatly kindled againſt the man, and be 
ſaid to Nathan, As the Lord liveth, the man that hath 
one this thing, ſhall 2 die. And be ſhall reftore 
cauſe be did "this thing, and - 

 hecauſe he had no Fity,—His anger was greatly kind» 
led againff the man ;—— 4 the Lo d Fotth, faith: be, 
the man that bath done this thing, ſhall ſurely die. 


And he ſhall reſtore the lamb ' four-fold.—— Think 
of his zeal tranſporting him even beyond mere juſ- 
| Ne. © (Reſtitation four fold being the fartheſt limit 


of 1 nn of * at thai time 
D 2 guilty. | 


VN % 
- 


1 of. che murder of Uriah —g ey of r 
with his wife, and ſtill retaining her. Think then 
of, the, ſelf-deceit - and partiality poſſible even in a 
po ee us be fully | perſuaded, that GOD 
will bring e work into judgement, and every 
| ſecret 8 us ſtand faſt in the faith not 
moved away from the hope of the goſpel. Let us 
Hold the truth, that begun our e ee ſteadfaſt 
to the end, perſuaded that thereby we ſhall not 
only eſcape puniſhment, but may hope for - ſalvati. 
on and eternal glory. — And let theſe who are ſtrug- 
Pues with ſin, and thoſe who are under its power 
de encourag'd, by this new diſplay of grace. Let 
them be taught by it, that GOD makes no differ- 
ence ue, the ſtricteſt and moſt formal devotee, 
and the, vileſt, reprobate, purifying. their hearts by 
: 'the ſame faith, and preaching the ſame. peace, (which 
is indeed equally neceſſary] to thoſe whe * Ne 
: K. * to ER wa: are eur,” : 
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cengsssign, A Die e ee 
WILLIAM 5 
ſoldier in the XXII. regiment of foot, 
* N was executed in the Graſs- market 
of Edinburgh, on Wedneſday the 25th of 
' September, 1771, for the crime of Rob- 
bery, taken from his mouth in priſor 
by his own particular deſire. 470 


as.» 


W. n once to wavy hath no ſpeech, | 
. but being informed by ſome of my friends, that 
one would probably be made, and impoſed npon 


the Pablick, I reſolved. to give the following na- 


ratiye of my life. 


I was born in Lincoln.ſbire, (now aged about 24 years) 
when I was fit to go to ſchool, my father put me to it, 
but I was fo idle, that all the correction he ould 
give me, could not make me attend to an) thing, fo 
that I was brought up in deep ignorance, (owing in- 
'tirely to my own folly), how do I now lament, That 
I ſhould have deſpiſed the means of Inſtruction, .in 
neglecting an opportunity of being taught to read 
the Holy Scriptures, When my father ſaw that I 
would not attend the ſchool, (being about ten years 
of age), he bound me an apprentice to a miller, 
whom I ſerved ſeven. years, and then entered into 
the militia,. and afterwards inliſted into the XXIId 
* of foot, from which I deſerted, but ſoon 


. returned 


Fo e. — fell in to bad . . 


5 {py Tp. the principle; actor, in that 


* 3 | 


f 1 
1 ap FY $2, 5 5 We, : 2 
to my [i ch and 0 my 


for the; — for Which 
JF. was. preſent at the- three Un. 
1 Johnſton, and Herriot ; —_ neither ſtrike 
pn Mr. Ivers; for Iipaſſed by him not thinkiog | 
worth while-_to- meddle with him; bur * 51 
is to leſſen my own guilt; for 
uilty art and part with blew.” as 140 
ee e, ah 
ow pri ull, was not nh us that 
4 hes . Avers was robb'd.. As to % other « 2 | 
berries, I confeſs I was at them both, and that 1 
| "gave: Mr. Herriot. ane ſtroke aver the dhoulders 
= ich 2 ſtiek, „and if he received auy 5 
it. was not from me; but de 
ie fir that attached bim. Will bi 
the--part--he--acted in .thels 9 - as : 
cor companiog, Hull, I. aw very dry. for * 
| I . ſincerely. _ that the law would reſt 2 
| with, my life for the whole, This was 3 
i -requeſt that { made before the Honourable | 
128 upon my knees, when, yy received my. ſentence, _ 1 | 
'hope their Lordſhips this my laſt Lads 
As to Mille, 1 Bray, give. him, - for. an 
2 er made, in his —— in my tris 
I 


der myſelf as 


ad 1 
* 
4 
s 


e, a man will do much to ſave bis own life; 
n that i wig t not be laid ip his 
d that, he , wight, f DN. from the, IC 
that © INES bis gfleer crimes, * * e _ 
4 ope the gent en . whom. ay 5 
oil = 4 N look back upon do | 
> horror, ich are indeed but ſa 

utward. expreſſions, of that corrupt. bow eB 


* 7755 rn of theſs robberies was s committed in the 
of December loſt, and the other wo in the begin- 
ro thi} 22 all Toa dont; "Ty" and a1 of of 


. X Z 


e an — paſfages o 
pointed out che evil of my ways; ſo that N 
muſt take the blame wholly upon myſelf; for mine 
own bands have made the foares wherewith I am 
Taken. When T was commirting” thofe robberies; T 
had great remorſe and ſtrugglings in my own mind; 
rticulacly that night Mr. Herriot was robb'd; but 
I was led captive'by the devil and my own luſts, amd 
Was meither able nor willing to be delivered; 1 
now I return the Lord thanks who has ſtopt me in my 
wid carreer, and has ht me into this priſon; yes, 
and has given me cauſe to ſay, That be is GOD rich im 
-mercy-and great in love, in that he has ſent his beloved 
Son to-die for the ungodly, and has in fome meaſure, 
by his Word and Spirit opened the eyes of my unde. 
ſtanding, 10 tee the great ſalvation ſet before me, 
as; F his n e 


Miy crimes indeed are great and many, bot Dee 
5473 mine, For thy name's Jobs, O Tard, pardon mine 
iquities for they are great 
"4 5 to comfort me with fork! paſſages as theſe, — oh 
- the Lord there is merey, and with HIM is 
mT here is 4 with: HIM i "HE 
may be feared —HE ſhall redeem I ſrari from all lis ini- 
_ quities.—HE that cometh unto ME, I will in ng "ways 
_ caft out.—The blood of Feſus Chrif clean/eth from all 
_fin—To whom TOY A . Tor n * the - 


2 ; 1 1 


- 


The Lord bas ul been a 


[<= 


7 


? 4 
* 
n 


8 (22). e 
| dr of eee Me: Wirk many cher paſſe ofthe 


like nature it 9 


+ Phe Lard bas a my priſon doo vides of beds 1 
tp, and has been graciouſly pleaſed te ſend his ſervants 


to comfort me, by reading and explaining the Holy 
Scriptures. Both miniſters and others, have been very 
attentive aud careful, may they, and thoſe who have 


d for my temporal concerns, find mercy in the 
PIE e of their wobl. for 90 1 not den er to 


am ſorry "that I am not able to ſay more in the | 
praiſe of my Bleſſed Redeemer, who ſuffer'd on the 


_ croſs betwixt two thieves, ſaved one of them, and now, 
I truſt, bath ſaved another, and declares bioſelf- ready 
to fave all ſuch belpleſs creatures as come unto GOD 


by him. I hope very ſoon to be in his preſence, where 


I ſhall. be fully inſtructed how to praiſe GOD and the 


0 Lamb that was ſlain. Death is now no more a terror to 
me, ;becauſe the Lord Jeſus by his death, hath taken 


aut its ſting, who preſents his own people before the 


Father, in his all- perfect righteouſneſs. —Ler. me as a 


dying man; earneſtly recommend it to all parents, to 

inſtruct their children in the knowledge of the word of 
.GOD, atleaſt, by teaching them to read it; and I do 
moſt heartily intreat all perſons come to age, to ſearch 
the ſeriptures, for the Pearl of Great Price, is only to 


be found in them. —Be admoniſhed by my example; 


ſeek the Lord while he may be found. Dont preſume, 
becauſe God bas ſhewed me Mercy, dont ſin that a 
7 abound, —- 


I leave my poor meg Widow, to the cars rand 


protection of that Lord, to whom I have committed 
wy own Soul; and, I pray, That all my friends may 


benefited-by this Providence.—T admire: the ſteps of 
Providence, - thar. am to ſuffer in this kingdom, where 


ranting: to the law af the country) time is given 
- both before and after. ſentence; had I been permitted 


to commit theſe crimes in my native country, I might 
bave been brought to the 
_ » unity af bearing the g 


lows without an oppar- 
| e of: as 1 


WN N | Pe £2 . make 
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: a no doubt 
in every nation); 
do have aw opportunity of hearing he Holy ee 


I have related this, that all — ſee the good! 
bee e ed dere Twas not fulferd 


VNV. 5. With v reſpect the Paper that 33 
 eald,” Groans from the Dungeon, I would hav it 


Tear mingled with t 
_ the thonght; I renonnce my tears, graans, 
L my all, and truſt alone to the blood of 
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gat: 8 Eh: 4 t . . 75 „ 
t the . will . bis on „ 
—_ Ot how bapp % \ pol" wah, it is, 


wherein the way of Salvation is clearly pointed forth 

as alſo, our natural ſtate and adit before God. 2 1 
have mentioned this, that you may ſee the great bo] 
[neſs of God, that he has followed me; altho” 1 have. 


been running from him. 1 acknowledge, that 1 had 1 
__ porable temptation to begin this evil courfe in wy native 


country, but was ed and eſcaped the ſnare, un. 
til that night in whight David Tvers was robbꝰd by Mills, - 
whereunto I conſented, and then began that'evi courſe, | 
0 Lora / unſearchable are thy ways fo . 


to begin that evil courſe, till the night when in compa. 


— ny wich Mille, ' Mr Lees, was robb'8: 1 bleſs GOD, 


for the op I have had of hearing the ſcriptures 


of truth, wherein is ſet forth the ſtate of man by na. 
ture; and -alfo, the great and only remedy which GOD 


ee for helpleſs finners :' Theſe, 1 truſt he 
has been graciouſh pleaſed to reveal to me by his Holy 
and to make wy houſe of Priſon, a houfe of Joy, 


Spirit, 
4 22 thy hands, 65 eſus, I reſign my ſpirit, to en. 


2 the fol « T went $4 "thine NA 
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5 Known, that it was write an ny without my 
_ conſent/ and knowledge. With rd to the verſe, 
blood can wa "me ſo; 1 abhor 


to En, and! _ lr form ru ods . 
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1 Am, very, ſorry to learn that a wrong apprehenſion, 
I and. a molt miſrepreſented account of fome things 

I ſaid to the Priſoner on Pſalm 5iſt, have been the oc- 
caſion of offence. to ſame of theſe who heard me, and 
of thoſe, to whom it has been repurted. 15 | 


i } 4 7 


I ſuppoſe few people who know me, will very eaſily 
believe, that I apply'd the whole of that Palm to de- 
| ſus Chriſt — Far be from me, the blaſphemous 
8 he, boly—harmleſs—nndefiled, and ſe- 
parate from ſinners, was ſhapen in ſin and conceived 
iniquity.— But, to vindicate myſelf, (Which is it 
ſeems neceſſary), I ſhall not only diſclaim what I did 
not ſay; but, endeavour to recollect and inform you 
of what I did.— Having beard ideas thrown out on a 
part of that Pſalm-——which appear'd ta me, to reſt the 
weight of David's comfort and hope, on the truth, 
- pod wiſdom of his inward. parts, and on the contri- 
tion and brokenneſs of his heart, preferr*d by him to 
the ſacrifices of the law. I cou'd not help; thinking, 
altho? 1 approved of ſome things ſaid by that per- 
on), . that that was by no means warranted, either 
by the hiftory of the tranſaction, or any other part 
of Scripture ; but on the contrary, was moſt certain» 
ly contradicted by both. — For theſe resſons, and 
from no love to controverſy: för its own ſake, 1 
thought it proper, (after the perſon had ſpoken), to 
repreſent what occur'd to me on theſe heads, (De- 
ſirous that nothing might be heard by the poor Pri- 
ſoner, that had any tendency. to beget, or to cheriſh, 
in him, groundleſs fears, or deluſive hopes.) I ſaid 
That this Pſalm was penn'd, after Nathan had not 
only: declared. to David. his guilt in the matter of 
n and Uriah; but had re benled to him 
the Lord's remiſſion of it, 2 Sam. xii.-Conſequently, 
that in whatever ſenſe à broken and contrite heart 
is here mentioned, as the ſacrifice of the Lord, it 
cou d not be term'd ſach, as having any aſpeæct to the 
remifion of his gilt. Indeed it appears, that David 
| So | | previous 


previous to the Propher's intimation of his fin, and 
the forgiveneſs of it, was very far removed from 
brokenneſs of heart on that account. | 333 
And at any rate, that tbe only ſacrifice well. pleaſ- 
ing to GOD in that view, was the perfect offering of 


bis on Son, in whoſe heart was indeed the law df 
GOD, and who folfilled his will. —I added, That in = 


him cou'd only be found in perfection the broken and 
contrite heart, which the Lord wou'd not deſpiſe ; 
and that it was probable, that David's eye was led 
forward to him in this Pſalm.— For as it did not ap- 
pear that any ſacrifices were ordered to be offered 
for murder and r np conſequenily for that 
reaſon, 600 did not defire or delight in them; 
the connection of the very ſame words, or ſimila 
ones elſewhere; ſeem'd to me to point out the ſame truth} 
which by 'the application of Pal. xl. is eſtabliſhed, 
Heb. x. 5. — fa. Ivii. 15. chap. Ixvi. 1, &c. with thi 
end of chap. lxv.; Pſal. Ixix. 29-—33:* The referenc@ 
of Stephen to Maiah Ixvi;; Acts vii. 49. and of James 
But 1 am poor and ſorrowful - let thy ſalvation, O God, 
ſet me up on high. I will praiſe the name of GOD with a 
, and will magnify him with thankſgiving. This alſo 
ſhall pleaſe the Lord better than an ox or bullock that 
bath horns and hoofs. The humble ſhall ſee this, and 
le glad and your heart ſball live that ſeek GOD. It 
appears from the foregoing part of this Pfalm, which 
in part is applied by our Lord to himſelf, and from a- 
nother part, applied by the apoſtle Peter to Judas, that” 
this Pſalm ſers forth the ſufferings of -Jeſus Chriſt, who! 
was exceeding ſorrowful, even unto- death, in that 
night wherein he was betrayd; and that the pour- 
ing out of his: foul unto death, was that ſacrifice 
well. pleaſing unto GOD, when the offering of theſe: 
bullocks and flain beaſts was ſet "aſide, as infufficient; 
to purge the conſcience'from the guili of fin; they only 
deing a ſhadow. of this good thing to come. And that, 
the. hambled ones, who are brought to the knowledge 
of this truth, live in the ſight of GOD: in the belief: 
thereof, agreeable to Pal, /xxik 26. ka, | 
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and uſed indeed as an argument for them, Rom. xii, 


| "ouſe, an holy hood to - offer up og" 7 


chat bebolds the glory 
| Himſelf unto death, will be brought to ſubmit to him, 
to abhor themſelves in duſt and aſhes; and to ſee, that 


py ATT RE. 


1 my r De 
* RY £ * 


„ 36 E: 
eres 16.3 to A paſſage er to verſe woke 
The works of the believers of” 11 focrifice, - * 
indeed bonoured in ſcripture with the fame name; 
but that can be apply'd to them only from their reſem- 
-blance to it.—Aad it ir apply'd to them in the very 
fame place, where the truth concerning it is alſo aſſerted, 


x. 1 beſeech you therefore, brethren, by the mencies of 


GOD, that ye preſent your bodies a living ſacrifice, 


Holy, acceptable unto GOD, ubicb is your reaſonable 
ſervice, Hieb. xii. 1 a, f f. Wherefore Feſus alſo, that 


be might ſandify the people ith his own blood, ſuffer- 


ed without the gate, By him therefore let us offer the 


; ſacrifice of praiſe to God continually, that is tbe. fruit 
our lips, m_ thanks to his name, &c. 1 Pet. ii. 


Ye «fo, as lively. hone are built. up 4 ſpiritual 


| tne 
acceptable 10 GOD by Feſus Chriſt. 1 | 
This Sir, is very briefly, (fo well as I can remem-, 
ber), the ſubſtance of what I ſaid, and from it, you 
may be able to judge how reaſonable and candid was 


what I bake” 


| the inference drawn from it. 


Let it not however be imagined, from 


| mid, that I think repentance, cuntrition, &c. unneceſ- 


ſary; on the contrary, I am perſuaded, that every one 
of 1 the Saviour, who humbled 


it is inconſiſtent with the faith of the goſpel to con- 


___Linve in pride. (Conformity to Chriſt being the privi- 
_ juſtified and ſanctified by his blood) 
But, none of them will be left to truſt to any thing 


nce ; for the righteous nation 
who keep the truth, derive all their life, - and joy, and 
„from him who engaged his heart to approach to 


of their own for accepta 


5 his righteous Father in their raom. And, whoever. reſts 


on any other. PRI but this, which GOD hath — 
in Dion, will find when too late, EN | 
N n 
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